The Problem

with “Nature”:

A Discussion of
Dichotomous Perceptions

"B and Expressions of

Life & the Earth
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Who am 1?

* History/Biology (undergrad)

* Forest Ecosystems and
Society (OSU), M.S.

 Researching tree physiology
(drought stress and douglas-
fir/loblolly pine seedlings) with
a particular interest in climate
change and ecosystems

But | also paint and illustrate!



. Methods of expressing and addressing my ecological
questions/concerns.

§ « Both stem from same interests in (and admiration for) the
world around me, how it is changing, and how it exists.
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Is‘land of Yakushima (Japan)




L My pamtmgs reflect careful observation of ecosystems
M and often intimate detail of their beauty and complexity,

encapsulatlng my dedlcatlon to a diverse, thrlvmg planet
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! In my work, | emphaS|ze the
Interconnectedness of the earth & YRR
4 i i

“As I look more deeply, I can see that in a former life I was a cloud. This is

. not poetry; it is science. Why do | say that in a former life | was a cloud?

Because | am still a cloud. Without the cloud, | cannot be here. | am the
cloud, the river, and the air at this very moment, so | know that in the past |
have been a cloud, a river, and the air. And | was a rock. | was the minerals
In the water. This is not a question of belief in reincarnation. This is the
history of life on Earth. We have been gas, sunshine, water, fungi, and plants.
We have been single-celled beings. The Buddha said that in one of his
former lives, he was a tree. He was a fish. He was a deer. These are not
superstitious things. Everyone of us has been a cloud, a deer, a bird, a fish,
and we continue to be these things, not just in former lives.”

- Thich Nhéat Hanh
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 “Tasked the leaf whether it was frightened because it was autumn
and the other leaves were falling. The leaf told me, “No. During
the whole spring and summer | was completely alive. | worked
hard to help nourish the tree, and now much of me is in the tree. |

: am not limited by this form. | am also the whole tree, and when |
0. go back to the soil, I will continue to nourish the tree. So I don’t

- worry at all. As | leave this branch and float to the ground, I will

wave to the tree and tell her, ‘I will see you again very soon.’”

That day there was a wind blowing and, after a while, | saw the
leaf leave the branch and float down to the soil, dancing joyfully,
because as it floated it saw itself already there in the tree. It was so

happy.”

| bowed my head, knowing that | have a lot to learn from the leaf.

- Thich Nhat Hanh




And so...
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I do not paint “nature”

My paintings express the interconnection and inter-
being between myself, yourself, and the organisms
and matter around us. This also stems from scientific
understanding.

I reject separation often entailed by “nature.”




"the phenomena of the physical world collectively, including plants,
animals, the landscape, and other features and products of the earth,

as opposed to humans or human creations.”
(Oxford American Dictionary)




Etymology of nature”:
"S’" \j.;.‘ ,/ oo

" late 13c. from Old French nature "nature, being, prrnC|pIe of life;

~ character, essence,” from Latin natura "course of things; natural character,
~ constitution, quality; the universe,” literally “birth,” from natus "born," past

part|C|pIe of nasci "to be born 2 from PIE *gene to glve b|rth beget

ok §

: Etymology of “Physws

t_.# .\ . y T NG s, s |
| C. 1300 from Old French f|3|ke "natural science, art of heallng" (120)

¥4 and drrectly from Latin physica (fem. singular of physicus) ' study of
 nature,” from Greek physike (episteme) "(knowledge) of nature," from

. fem. of physikos "pertaining to nature,” from physis “nature," from

- phyein "to bring forth, produce, make to grow" (related to phyton
"growth, plant,” phyle "tribe, race," phyma "a growth, tumor") from PIE

#| root *bheue- "to be exrst grow"
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“Nature” 1s problematic

e Used ubiquitously, and often without proper
- understanding of its implications

% . Unclear (Ecosystem? Land? Plants? Animals?)
« Misconception/Human idealization

* We have made ourselves “unnatural” and separate.
Created a dichotomy.

But we are a part of the earth. We are the earth.




“Nature” disenfranchises s

» “Pristine’ nature erases cultural ties

 Used to legitimize Westward expansion and Anglo-
colonization/land theft

« Many state and national parks forcibly removed
native nations. (For example, Ahwahneechee tribe of
the Pawnee Nation). Think internationally as well.
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, sometimes oppressively Western

e Tied up ina Io'ng'hi
based.

_ 4 « Heavily influenced by Christianity, as well as Romanticism
and Transcendentalism

* Emerson’s Nature, for example: “Nature, In the common
sense, refers to essences unchanged by man; space, the air,
the river, the leaf. Art is applied to the mixture of his will
Wltth the same things, as in a house, a canal, a statue, a
picture.”

* Wilderness
e “Pristine” nature
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§ . When | speak of an ecosystem or the earth or life or
S g

- aspecific organism, I say so plainly.
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'k  Be cautious and conscious of your intentions and
.~ 1mplications when you use the word “nature”
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“Thlnklng like a moﬁntéﬁ
~ __ * Biotic Community (Aldo Leopold)

| » Interconnectedness of ecosystems, organisms,
¥  water, matter. -

4 In managing and interacting with the world R ¢
" around us, we must be aware that many systems =
are tied together. A,
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We will fail to accomplish environmental gééls if we consider
~ourselves to be separate from the earth. (Not only a philosophical

-

| argument — a scientific, ecological one as well).

Ultimately, by understanding that there 1s no “nature” to admire or
preserve, only one interrelated earth, it becomes more clear that we
must act with responsibility and mindfulness.
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